Biology A

Course Syllabus

Instructor: Mrs. Teresa Wellman

Room: 149

Phone: 445-0541

Email: twellman@cassopolis.org

Welcome to Mrs. Wellman’s Biology Class!

This course is an introductory biology course. Students will use the inquiry method, lab activities, and notes to aide in learning. Students are expected to spend time studying for this course outside of class.

The course will cover a large amount of topics including the Scientific Method, Ecology, Cell Biology (chemistry of the cell, parts, cycles), Mitosis and DNA

The grade for this class will be broken down as:


55% Homework, Class activities


45% Tests, Quizzes, Projects, Papers

Materials:
Text:


Biology Miller and Levine Prentice Hall, 1st and 3rd editions.

Other:


Mandatory Binder. We will use many handouts and a binder will help you stay organize.

Loose leaf, college lined paper.

Expectations for Student Participation and Behavior in Science Class:

· Students are expected to be prepared for every class. This means that book, binder, with available paper and pencil will be required daily. This also means that you come to class with a prepared attitude and are not disruptive to your classmates.

· Students are expected to complete all assignments neatly, thoroughly, and turned in on time.  I will NOT ACCEPT late work.
· Attendance is very important. Whenever absent, you will be responsible for getting all work. Please see the instructor immediately after an absence or before an absence if possible. As stated in the Student Handbook, you will be required to hand in the work within the same number of days that you were absent. Test and quizzes are expected to be made up upon your return. 

· From the beginning of the period to the end of the period we will be STAR’s in the classroom:

· S- Sit in your seat

· T- Track the speaker (eyes on the speaker)

· A- Ask questions like a scholar 

· R- Respect those around you

Safety in the Laboratory:

It is my responsibility to ensure that students are safe in the classroom. Therefore, I have attached a safety contract for you to read, take home, and return to me signed by your parent/guardian.  This is your first homework assignment.  Without a contract on file, you will not be permitted to participate in lab activities.

Labs are a privilege and most will be done with a partner or in small groups.  You and your team are expected to stay in your assigned area and keep that area clean and safe.  Any misbehavior or unsafe practices during labs could result in failure for that assignment and/or losing the privilege to participate in future labs.

It is the goal of this class that on completion students will meet the following standards:
·  Demonstrate how to develop a clear testable hypothesis and develop a supporting experiment including controls and variables, conclusions and data

· Explain what a cell is and describe the various types and structures within a cell

· Explain what processes a cell performs (Respiration, Photosynthesis, Reproduction)

· Explain the role and structure of organic compounds

· Describe how physical traits are passed from parent to offspring

· Describe an ecosystem and give examples

